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WELCOME to the latest edition of the Axion Newsletter. In this issue, Axion presents the environmental case for 
recycling plastic here in the UK. Read about Axion exhibiting at the forthcoming Interplas Show at the end of the 
month, the launch of Axion"s new website and details about Axion Recycling"s new premises.

theaxionnewsletter
HOME IS STILL ‘GREENER’ OPTION FOR WASTE 
PLASTICS

Processing waste plastics in the UK and Europe is still 
a better option than export abroad for environmental, 
ethical  and legal  reasons – particularly for waste 
electrical equipment.

Commenting on a recent WRAP report which said 
shipping waste plastic  bottles to China was an 
environmentally-friendly thing to do, Axion endorses 
the findings but argues that recycling waste plastic 
locally brings even greater benefits.

Axion Polymers operates the UK’s leading recycling 
plant for plastics from WEEE with the capacity to save 
around 3,000 tonnes per month of CO2 emissions for 
the nation based on current output – equivalent to 
around 30 million car-driving kilometres per month.

Using similar methodology to the WRAP study, Axion 
has calculated that collection and recycling of its waste 
plastic in-feed material generates a total of around 220 
kg CO2 per tonne of polymer compound produced. 
This is only around 7% of the 3,400 kg CO2 produced 
in making one tonne of virgin polystyrene (as 
estimated by Plastics Europe). The transport and 
collection element of Axion’s carbon impact accounts 
for only about 63 kg of CO2 per tonne of polymer 
compound produced.

Roger Morton, Director, agrees with WRAP’s view that 
recycling, wherever it takes place, is much better from    

 a carbon point of view than landfill or incineration.

However he comments that it still  makes even more 
sense to do the reprocessing close to the waste 
source in the UK as this saves yet more carbon and 
more importantly, ensures that any residues from the 
recycling process are disposed of responsibly at home 
rather than exported to another country.

“This is particularly true for WEEE, which contains 
complex mixtures of materials and additives,” he says. 
“While there is a carbon saving from shipping surplus 
plastic overseas for recycling compared to landfilling or 
incinerating it in the UK, by recycling this material at 
home, producers of plastic  waste save even more 
carbon and can be confident that they have discharged 
their duty of care for its ethical disposal under UK-
controlled legislative standards.”

“This has to be the most sustainable solution for the 
recovery and preservation of valuable resources for 
our home markets,” adds Roger.

Keith Freegard, Director, also comments on the 
benefits of close-to-source recycling of waste, saying:

“It is clear that by concentrating the waste material  into 
useful output product such as high-grade polymer 
resin, the exported tonnage is then more densely 
packed into shipping containers and this consists 
entirely of material that will  be converted into saleable 
goods. The potential  CO2 impact of shipping a large 
proportion of unwanted waste, which is then disposed 
in uncontrolled ways such as open incineration, is 
incalculable.”

As Roger notes, many polymer companies are now 
becoming increasingly committed to improving their 
carbon impact. Axion Polymers are experiencing a 
growing interest in their material from an expanding 
number of large polymer companies across Europe, 
who are looking to blend recycled polymers such as 
Axpoly® with virgin polymers in order to reduce their 
environmental impact.  

AXION POLYMERS EXHIBITING AT INTERPLAS

Axion Polymers will be showcasing its range of branded recycled polymers and 
product testing services for manufacturing and plastics industries at its 
Interplas debut. Why not visit the team on Stand H311, opposite the Irish bar, in 
Hall 4 at Birmingham NEC. The show takes place on 30th September to 2nd 
October 2008, from 10 am each day. The event is free of charge for visitors 
including free parking. We look forward to seeing you there. 

For further information go to www.interplas.co.uk

http://www.interplas.co.uk
http://www.interplas.co.uk
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AXION RECYCLING HAS MOVED OFFICES

Axion Recycling has moved into new offices. The company has 
relocated to larger premises to accommodate its expanding 
consultancy team. As Roger Morton comments: 

“We had out-grown our old premises and needed somewhere 
new to grow the business. We think that the new premises will 
provide a better working environment for our team and help to 
encourage an even greater sense of  team spirit! ”

Axion is still based in Bramhall, Cheshire. The new address is:

TUDOR HOUSE
MEADWAY
BRAMHALL

SK7 2DG

Telephone numbers and email addresses remain unchanged.

TAKE A LOOK AT OUR NEW WEBSITE !

Axion has launched a brand new website - at the same  
address: www.axionrecycling.com

The website has been given a new, up-to-date look  
that the company thinks is essential in promoting the 
Axion brand.  Roger Morton, Axion"s Commercial 
Director, is very pleased with the new site and 
comments: ÒWe were all delighted with the new design 
for the website. We think it looks fresh, clean and 
modern and reßects our approach to business.Ó

The new website contains several new features. 
Readers can Þnd out about the different divisions of 
the company - Axion Recycling, Axion Polymers & 
Axion Consulting.  A new page has been created  
speciÞcally for Axion"s Products & Services, with  
detailed brochures available for downloading. Axion"s  
#Latest News"  is available at a glance on the 
homepage and in more detail on its own dedicated 
page. All Axion"s services brochures, Axion Polymers" 
product data sheets and the full list of Axion and 

Recovinyl newsletters are available on the new" 
Downloads" page.  

Take a look and let us know what you think!
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